
A Green Manifesto for 
a Longer Living Society 

 
  



Introduction 
We are a longer-living society. That is to be celebrated, not treated as some sort of curse. The country’s 
older citizens have given many years to building our society. Many who have been able to retire from 
work continue to contribute to the social fabric, paying taxes on their pensions, getting involved in the 
voluntary and community sector as well as embarking on new learning, travel and starting up creative 
new enterprises. They are not a burden!i 

However, older citizens who are less healthy or well off may find they get less attention and care than the 
‘workforce’. Housing, health services and income support can be inadequate and leave people lonely, ill 
and poor. Everyone, young and old, has an equal right to sufficient high quality food, water, warmth and 
shelter. Good planning of living space, better design of streets, pavement furniture, and buildings, and 
community facilitiesiithat consider the needs of older people can make a world of difference. Services 
designed to be age-friendly; health and social systems; work and retirement opportunities, can bring 
people together and help the generations mix. 

Individuals can of course do much by themselves to lead healthier and happier lives. So too can local 
community-based initiatives. But national government policies can play a decisive role in addressing the 
challenges created by an ageing population and in giving everyone the chance to enjoy a good later life: 
not just in physical wellbeing but also in respect, dignity, independence and the feeling of being valued. 

While cancer, for example, is treated as a disease to be address by appropriate health care and public 
health initiatives, dementia is treated as if somehow it is a ‘non- disease’ that can be ‘sorted out’ with 
(patchy) social care. Many older people have their life chances restricted when they become carers to 
parents and partners, losing their own careers early because they lack adequate support in that role. 

Greens believes that older citizens offer a wealth of experience and knowledge. They are a real resource. 
They contribute to the economic and social life of their communities in all sorts of ways from unpaid caring 
for grandchildren to voluntary work in the field of sports, charity work and many other productive 
activities. Just because something is unpaid does not mean it is not highly valuable. Many older people, 
of course, continue in paid work. The sustainable common good needs all these contributions. 

We Greens would stress that some ‘privileges’ of older citizens such as bus and train passes are actually 
‘payback’ for a past contributions to the economy and also play a critical role in keeping some services in 
operation, to everyone’s benefit. We need a much fairer taxation (as well as a crackdown on tax evasion 
and avoidance) so that those with the deepest pockets contribute the most to pay for decent care and 
adequate pensions for older citizens. 

To ensure that society really does do right by its older citizens, public policy must embrace these goals: 

• Healthy ageing 

• Age-friendly places 

• Access to a range of localised services 

• An Economy for All Age groups 

• Pensions justice 

• Educational opportunity throughout life 

Specific Green policies will help older citizens to enjoy healthier and safer lives and be active. Our ideas 
include: 



Health and Social Care 
Greens would provide more support for carers and strive to reduce the roots of illness. 

•  Increased investment in carers, for their own health and so they can keep in touch with their own 
interests and skills. Their contribution must be recognised and they must be properly supported. 
Greens would like to introduce a carers’ income guaranteeiii 

• An emphasis on preventative medicine and health care, not least with regards to cutting pollution 
and improving food quality, and adequate palliative care;iv 

• Abolition of prescription, and other charges. These are wrong in principle, unfair in practice, and 
generate little income for the Health Service. The taxation system would require adjustment to 
compensate the Health Service for the revenue lost; 

• Encouragement should be given to ‘healthy eating’ initiatives.v 

• Planning and public space design to maximise local ‘green lungs’, including a network of  ‘micro-
parks’, tree planting, ‘sensory areas’, and tranquil places.vi 

Placesvii 

Greens would repeal the current National Planning Framework and introduce a framework that 
prioritises sustainable living, community engagement and social cohesion. 

• Repeal of the current National Planning Policy Framework. It encourages the use of out- of-town 
greenfield sites for speculative executive housing developments that offer little to older citizens. 
These would be replaced with sustainable redevelopment of the existing built-up areas. Land would 
be allocated for social housing and for property designed with older citizens in mind, accessible, 
adaptable and easy to heat and maintain 

• Greens would encourage co-housing schemes for seniors.viii 

• Action to stop the closure of local post offices, banks, pubs and other critical neighbourhood 
facilities so that these can be accessed in local neighbourhoods.ix  

•  



Access 
Greens would strive to rebuild neighbourhoods so that vital facilities are close by, not needing long car 
journey. 

• Access to safe, reliable, comfortable and affordable bus and train services plus better provision for 
pedestrians and cyclists. Subsidised, ideally electric, taxis, could be a particular aid to access to 
facilities for the less mobile. 

• Time settings at pedestrian crossings must take into account those with reduced mobility, while 
‘sight lines’ should be kept clear (via proper enforcement of parking restrictions etc) to help those 
with poor eyesight.x 

• Pavement furniture, signage and seating should be similarly planned and maintained, with 
hazardous objects and visual ‘clutter’ removed.xi 

Community: 
Greens would apply the ‘community priority’ principle to the management of public services 

• Management of local neighbourhoods that preserve opportunities for older citizens and invite their 
active participation. Allotments, for example, should not just be protected but expanded. Similarly, 
if parks run by local councils under severe financial pressure are handed over to new charitable 
trusts, then due provision must be made to protect facilities such as bowling greens as well as 
opportunities created for genuine involvement of the local community. Many older citizens have the 
time, skill and motivation to play a very positive role. Local green spaces are truly critical to 
wellbeing.xii 

• Safer communities, including socially sensitive ‘crime prevention through environmental design.xiii 
However, Greens say ‘no’ to high levels of ‘technological surveillance’ and a ‘fortress mentality’. 
Furthermore, oppressive social control often backfires. The Green goal is a convivial community, not 
barriers, division and segregation. 

• Nowhere, day or night, should be no-go areas but be accessible for all law-abiding citizens, whatever 
their age. Public policies that condone cheap and readily available alcohol certainly aggravate many 
problems of public safety. Conversely, many small things from the local milk and mail deliverers to 
concierges and platform staff can help to make people feel safe. Perceptions do matter, no matter 
what crime statistics might ‘objectively’ show. Indiscriminate cutbacks, outsourcing, marketisation 
and deregulation all undermine such potential. 

• Greater emphasis in policing, including training, on the real problems of elder abuse, both 
recognising it and taking due action to halt it.xiv 

• Projects to bring neighbours together, sharing activities and interests, to combat loneliness and 
build cohesion. 

• Encouragement of short courses and other genuine educational opportunities, without the 
imposition of tick box measurement of learning. 

• Funding to kick start local community centres providing affordable healthy meals, a variety of 
activities and events for older citizens and age-friendly exercise programmes.xv 



 
 

Housing: For flexibility and integration 
Greens would encourage innovation in housing with the development of schemes that encourage 
continued participation in the wider community and that can adjust to individuals changing needs. 

• Development of high quality sheltered housing, with the flexibility to adjust to increasing care needs.xvi 

• Action to make ‘downsizing’, in particular, easier, both to enable older citizens to live in more suitable 
properties and free up bigger ones for young families.xvii 

• Promotion of schemes to install renewable energy systems and make houses energy-efficient thereby 
reducing fuel poverty and making homes much more comfortable.xviii 

Abolish pensioner poverty and easier work-‘retirement’ transitions 
Greens would introduce a Citizens Pension to keep every pensioner out of poverty. 

• Pensioners deserve a state pension sufficient to cover their basic needs and to enable them to live 
with dignity as of right, without the need for additional means-tested benefits. 

• The Green Party will introduce a Citizens' Pension to replace the current basic state pension and any 
additional top-up benefits. The Citizens' Pension will initially be set at a level so that no pensioners 
are below the official poverty line. It would not restrict an individual's right to continue working, any 
additional earnings being taxed just as they would for those below the pension age. 



• The citizens’ pension would be up-rated annually in line with the increase in either a) the price of basic 
goods and services, or b) average earnings, whichever is greater. There would be a supplement paid 
to pensioners living alone as well as to those with disabilities and special needs. 

• This will include payments to cover the costs of residential care, should this become necessary. Greens 
agree with the argument that residents should not be forced to sell their homes in order to pay for 
such care. 

• A crackdown on exorbitant fees for market-driven pension plans and care programmes.xix 

• Flexible retirement options for those seniors who want to continue working. Greens welcome 
initiatives by firms to harness the skills and experience of older people.xx 

Policies such as the above really can build a society based on the sustainable common good... for all ages. 
Many of the above goals could be served by use of pension funds to invest in long-term sustainability 
projects, not least renewable energy, with divestment from sectors such as coal. The latter are fuelling 
climate chaos and air pollution, both critical threats to the health and general wellbeing of all age groups 
of course but, often, most immediately to older citizens. Banking reform can create financial institutions 
that actually serve real human needs, including special lending to help older people downsize. 
Of course, there are serious cost issues and possible conflicting priorities. Yet some cities abroad seem to 
be embarking on the right journey across the board, including a better deal for older citizens.xxi The biggest 
barrier seems to be more one of appropriate vision and political will. This is what the Green Party offers.xxii 

 

 
  



Notes 
 

i 1 We should reject the sometimes hysterical noise made about an ageing population, a “demographic winter”, a ”baby bust” 
birth dearth. See, for example: 
http://www.bmj.com/bmj/section-pdf/749788?path=/bmj/347/7933/Analysis.full.pdf ; 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2013-02-07/an-aging-population-may-be-what-the-world-needs ; 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24822-japans-ageing-population-could-actually-be-good-news/ ; 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg19125711-100-population-earth-enough-already/ ; 
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/05/opinion/sunday/bye-bye-baby.html ; 
http://www.nationalreview.com/corner/186272/birth-dearth-myth-cont-andrew-stuttaford ; 
http://www.populationconnection.org/pathways/resources/ ; http://www.cardi.ie/userfiles/ageing_and_health_care.pdf ; 
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/feb/26/false-alarm-shrinking-population-panic; Elephants in the 
Volkswagen: Facing the Tough Questions About Our Overcrowded Countryby Lindsay Grant (Freeman, 1992): chapter 12, ‘Too 
Many Old People?’ 
Some basic definitions and statistical formulae can be found here: http://users.pop.umn.edu/~rmccaa/3797/prbhbook.pdf 
For a general overview of related issues, see: http://populationspeakout.org/the-book/ryerson-introduction/ It might be noted 
that Lord Adair Turner, as chair of Pensions Commission, warned of the danger of using changing age dependency ratios to 
argue for unsustainable population growth (‘natural’ or net migration) 
ii Some fall under the concept of a ‘twenty minute’ city, a concept that could really serve the specific needs of older citizens. 
Here are there useful studies: http://www.portlandonline.com/portlandplan/index.cfm?a=288098&c=52256, 
http://detroitgreenways.org/twenty-minute-neighborhoods/ and https://www.eugene-or.gov/506/20-Minute- Neighbourhood 
It is critical to gather the views of older citizens, with really meaningful consultations, as opposed to the charades run by many 
councils and government departments. 
On street design, see: https://globaldesigningcities.org/publication/global-street-design-guide/ and 
http://www.ageingwellinwales.com/Libraries/Documents/Age-friendly-street-design.pdf 
iii Health promotion and appropriate forms of social care go hand in hand eg 
http://www.sigeneration.ca/innovations-in-elder-care/ 
iv Other countries seem to be adopting more innovative approaches in many aspects of care eg 
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/07/11/world/europe/wus-holland-dementia-village/index.html  and 
https://www.theguardian.com/social-care-network/2014/nov/18/dementia-care-japan-community-volunteer-schemes  
Palliative care is holistic, aiming to support the physical, psychological, social and any spiritual dimensions of the patient’s 
process of dying. Palliative care promotes dignity and respect. Controversial though the issue is, society must face the challenge 
of the ‘right to die’. Obviously, there must be stringent safeguards. Tools such as ‘living wills’ can give the needed power to limit 
or refuse medical intervention and treatment so the person has the choice of dying with dignity 
v eg http://www.ageuk.org.uk/health-wellbeing/healthy-eating-landing/kitchen-kings-older-men-learn-how-to- cook/.  There is 
work to be done to explore how shops design and management as well as pricing policies (multi- buy ‘deals’, etc) can 
discriminate against older shoppers, many of whom live alone (eg http://uopnews.port.ac.uk/2016/02/03/older-consumers-
left-powerless-by-packaging/)  The importance of good diets for and during later life as well as environmental pollution and 
human health is hard to overstress eg https://www.airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqifor.olderadults ; 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg21528805-800-food-for-thought-eat-your-way-to-dementia/, 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23416173. And https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/07/090705215239.htm 
vi http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/environment-and-health/urban-health/publications/2017/urban- green-space-
interventions-and-health-a-review-of-impacts-and-effectiveness.-full-report-2017; 
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/wellbeing-benefits-fr-nat-env-report-290915-final-lo_0.pdf ; 
http://www.fc.chiba-u.jp/research/miyazaki/assets/pdf/170412Environmental%20Health%20News%20HP.pdf ; 
https://www.vu.edu.au/news-events/news/new-senior-exercise-park-to-keep-fit-longer ; 
http://www.growingbolder.com/never-leave-the-playground-793777/; http://www.motherearthliving.com/gardening/seeing-
with-other-senses-gardens-for-the-blind ; http://www.homesandproperty.co.uk/home-garden/gardening/the-minds-eye-an-
awardwinning-sensory- garden-for-blind-people-thats-small-on-space-and-big-on-impact-33748.html 
vii https://www.who.int/ageing/publications/Global_age_friendly_cities_Guide_English.pdf  
viii There are a number of possibilities suggested here: http://www.ilc-alliance.org/images/uploads/publication- 
pdfs/pdf_pdf_49.pdf See also: http://www.owch.org.uk, http://www.diggersanddreamers.org.uk/communities/existing/the-
midlands and http://www.therightplace.net/coco/public/  
ix There is an interesting video of convivial neighbourhood-building here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntwqVDzdqAU  



 
x Instead of squandering scarce research and development budgets on expensive mega-technologies such as the radioactive 
white elephant of nuclear power or ‘rocket-on-wheels’ high speed trains gouging out the countryside, there are some 
comparatively ‘simple’ technologies that could make life a lot easier and safer for older citizens eg 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-21620624 
xi Some of the ideas on a ‘walkable city’ are pertinent eg https://www.ted.com/talks/jeff_speck_the_walkable_city 
xii For evidence see: http://www.webmd.com/healthy-aging/news/20170417/seniors-well-being-may-get-a- boost-from-green-
spaces  
xiii For example: http://www.safest.org/en/ ; https://www.ucl.ac.uk/transport-institute/pdfs/transport-streets- crime; 
http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/documents/publications/fighting-crime-through-more-effective-design/ ; 
http://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/designersGuide_digital_0_0.pdf 
xiv http://www.elderabuse.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/LegislationFinalv3.pdf 
xv Eg : https://www.westmoor.org.uk 
xvi http://www.radicalresthomes.com 
xvii There are useful ideas here: http://www.downsizingdirect.com and 
http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/communities-and-local- government-
committee/housing-for-older-people/written/49204.html 
xviii For example: http://www.changeworks.org.uk/sites/default/files/Using_Solar_PV_to_Tackle_Fuel_Poverty.pdf  
with some exemplar schemes here: http://www.pvupscale.org/IMG/pdf/Kirklees.pdf  
xix  http://neweconomics.org/2017/05/leave-care-first-step-fair- 
system/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=nefoundation&utm_content=6+- +is+a+leaky+bucket&utm_campaign=this-week-
20-may&source=this-week-20-may 
xx http://www.personneltoday.com/hr/bq/v ; https://www.ft.com/content/cf1f5636-1fd9-11df-8deb- 
00144feab49a#axzz2WrIVSEV1 and http://age.bitc.org.uk/system/files/research/bitc- age_inthe_workplace_report.pdf 
xxi eg http://vancouver.ca/files/cov/Greenest-city-action-plan.pdf 
xxii Some of the examples cited above come from the inspiring book ‘Journey to the Future’ by Guy Dauncey: 
http://www.journeytothefuture.ca. The paper gratefully acknowledges help from David Flint, Mike Shipley, Jill Mills, Clare 
Phipps, Sam Riches, and especially Freda Davis.  


